IN THE CLAIMS : 

Please cancel Claims 5 to 7, 9, 14, 18, 25 to 27, 29, 34, 35 and 38 without 
prejudice or disclaimer of subject matter, and amend Claims 1, 3, 4, 8, 10 to 13, 15 to 17, 
19 to 21, 23, 24, 28, 30, 31, 33, 36, 37, 39 and 40 as shown below. The claims, as pending 
in the subject application, now read as follows: 

1. (Currently amended) An image forming system having an image 
information generation apparatus for generating image information, and an image forming 
apparatus capable of forming images on both sides of a printing medium on the basis of the 
image information generated by the image information generation apparatus, 
the image information generation apparatus comprising: 

image information generation unit adapted to generate m e ans fo r 
g e nerating image information; 

storage unit adapted to store means fo r storing the generated image 
information to allow identifying whether the image information is first image information 
to be printed on a first surface of the printing medium or second image information to be 
printed on a second surface of the printing medium; 

first reception unit adapted to receive means for receiving a first 
signal to select the first image information or the second image information in order to 
transmit to pr edet e rmined signal from the image forming apparatus; 

selection unit adapted to select means fo r selecting one of the first 
image information to be print e d on th e first surface of the medium and the second image 
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information to be printed on the second surface on the basis of the first predetermined 
signal received by said first reception unit means ; and 

first transmission unit adapted to transmit means for re ading out the 
image information selected by said selection unit means from said sto r ag e means and 
transmitting the information to the image forming apparatus, and 
the image forming apparatus comprising; 

second transmission unit adapted to transmit m e ans for transmitting 
the first predetermined signal; 

second reception unit adapted to receive the image information 
transmitted from the image information generation apparatus; and 

image forming unit adapted to form m e ans for forming an image on 
the first surface or the second surface of the printing medium on the basis of the image 
information received by the second reception unit t r ansmitted from th e image information 
g e n e ration apparatus . 

2. (Original) The system according to claim 1, wherein said image 
information generation means generates the image information on the basis of PDL data 
sent from a host computer. 

3. (Currently amended) The system according to claim 1, wherein the 
second transmission unit transmits a request signal image forming apparatus comprises 
t r ansmission request means for requesting transmission of the image information to the 
image information generation apparatus, and the second reception unit of the image 
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forming apparatus receives the image information transmitted from the image information 
generation apparatus in accordance with the transmission of the request signal of th e fi r st 
surface or the second surface . 

4. (Currently amended) The system according to claim 1, wherein the first 
transmission unit transmits imag e information g e ne r ation a p pa r atus comprises page 
information transmission means capabl e of transmitting page information related to image 
information of a plurality of pages to the image forming apparatus , and the second 
transmission unit transmits the request signal for requesting transmission of a page related 
to the page information to the image information generation apparatus in advance . 

5. to 7. (Canceled) 

8. (Currently amended) The system according to claim 1, wherein the image 
forming apparatus further comprises determination unit adapted to determine m e ans for 
d e t e rmining whether the first image information [[is]] to be printed on the first surface of 
the printing medium or the second image information to be printed on the second surface 
of the printing medium is to be received from the image information generation apparatus , 
and 

the second said pr e d e t e rmined signal transmission unit means transmits the 
first predetermined signal representing a determination result of said determination unit 
means. 
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9. (Canceled) 



10. (Currently amended) The system according to claim 8, wherein said 
determination unit determines whether the first image information or the second image 
information to be received means identifi e s on the basis of a convey state of the printing 
medium wheth e r th e imag e is to be print e d on the first surface or the second surfac e of the 
printing medium . 

1 1 . (Currently amended) An image information generation apparatus for 
generating image information to be transmitted to an image forming apparatus capable of 
forming images on both sides of a printing medium, comprising: 

image generation unit adapted to generate means fo r g e n e rating image 

information; 

storage unit adapted to store means for storing the generated image 
information to allow identifying whether the image information is first image information 
to be printed on a first surface of the printing medium or second image information to be 
printed on a second surface of the printing medium; 

reception unit adapted to receive a first signal to select the first image 
information or the second image information in order to transmit to the image forming 
apparatus means for rec e iving a predet e rmined signal from the image forming apparatus ; 

selection unit adapted to select means fo r selecting one of the first image 
information to be printed on th e first surface of the medium and the second image 
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information t o be print e d on the second surface on the basis of the first pred e termin e d 
signal received by said reception unit means; and 

transmission unit adapted to transmit means for r eading out the image 
information selected by said selection unit means from said sto r age m e ans and transmitting 
the information to the image forming apparatus. 

12. (Currently amended) The apparatus according to claim 11, wherein said 
image information generation unit generates m e ans compris e s at least one of m e ans for 
generating the image information on the basis of PDL data sent from a host computer and 
means for gen e rating th e image information by re ading an original . 

13. (Currently amended) The apparatus according to claim 11, wherein the 
transmission unit transmits further comprising page information t r ansmission means 
ca p abl e of t r ansmitting page information related to image information of a plurality of 
pages to the image forming apparatus in advance . 

14. (Canceled) 

15. (Currently amended) The apparatus according to claim 13, wherein said 
apparatus sends the page image information as a pair to be printed on the first and the 
second surface of the medium, after said image information are made ready to transmit . 
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16. (Currently amended) An image forming apparatus capable of forming 
images on both sides of a printing medium on the basis of image information generated by 
an image information generation apparatus, comprising: 

determination unit adapted to determine means for id e ntifying whether 
[[the]] first image information [[is]] to be printed on a first surface of the printing medium 
or second image information to be printed on a second surface of the printing medium is to 
be received from the image information generation apparatus ; 

transmission unit adapted to transmit means for transmitting a 
predetermined signal representing a determination result of said determination unit means; 

reception unit adapted to receive the image information transmitted from the 
image information generation apparatus; and 

image forming unit adapted to form m e ans for forming an image on the first 
surface or the second surface of the printing medium on the basis of the image information 
received by the reception unit transmitted from the imag e information g e neration 
apparatus . 

17. (Currently amended) The apparatus according to claim 16, wherein the 
transmission unit transmits a further comprising transmission request signal means for 
requesting transmission of the page image information to the image information generation 
a pparatus of th e first surfac e o r the second surface . 

18. (Canceled) 
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19. (Currently amended) The apparatus according to claim 16, wherein the 
reception unit receives said image forming means comprises page information r e ception 
means capable of receiving page information related to image information of a plurality of 
pages from the image information generation apparatus in advanc e, and the transmission 
unit transmits a request signal for requesting transmission of a page related to the page 
information to the image information generation apparatus selects a paper f ee d position and 
discharg e position in accordance with th e pag e information . 

20. (Currently amended) The apparatus according to claim 16, wherein said 
apparatus further comprises unit adapted to determine d e termination m e ans for d e t e rmining 
whether the first image information [[is]] to be printed on the first surface of the printing 
medium or the second image information to be printed on the second surface of the 
printing medium is to be received from the image information generation apparatus , and 
the said pred e termined signal transmission unit means transmits the predetermined signal 
representing a determination result of said determination unit means. 

21. (Currently amended) An image forming method having an image 
information generation module for generating image information, and an image forming 
module capable of forming images on both sides of a printing medium on the basis of the 
image information generated by the image information generation module, 

the image information generation module comprising: 

an image information generation step of generating image information; 
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a storage step of storing the generated image information to allow 
identifying whether the image information is first image information to be printed on a first 
surface of the printing medium or second image information to be printed on a second 
surface of the printing medium; 

a first reception step of receiving a first signal to select the first image 
information or the second image information in order to transmit to predetermined signal 
from the image forming module; 

a selection step of selecting one of the first image information to be printed 
on the first su r fac e of th e m e dium and the second image information to be printed on the 
s e cond su r fac e on the basis of the first pred e t er min e d signal received by said first reception 
step; and 

a first transmission step of transmitting re ading out the image information 
selected by said selection step from said storage step and t r ansmitting the information to 
the image forming module, and 

the image forming module comprising steps of: 

a second transmission step of transmitting the first predetermined signal; 

a second reception step of receiving the image information transmitted from 
the image information generation module; and 

an image forming step of forming an image on the first surface or the 
second surface of the printing medium on the basis of the image information received by 
the second reception step transmitted from the imag e information generation module . 
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22. (Original) The method according to claim 21, wherein said image 
information generation step generates the image information on the basis of PDL data sent 
from a host computer. 

23. (Currently amended) The method according to claim 21, wherein the 
second transmission step transmits a request signal image forming module comprises a 
transmission r equest step of] requesting transmission of the image information to the image 
information generation module, and the second reception step of the image forming 
module receives the image information transmitted from the image information generation 
module in accordance with the transmission of the request signal of th e fi r st surface or the 
second surface . 

24. (Currently amended) The method according to claim 21, wherein the 
first transmission step transmits imag e information generation module comprises a page 
information transmission step capable of t r ansmitting pag e information related to image 
information of a plurality of pages to the image forming module , and the second 
transmission step transmits the request signal for requesting transmission of a page related 
to the page information to the image information generation module in advance . 

25. to 27. (Canceled) 

28. (Currently amended) The method according to claim 21, wherein the 
image forming module further comprises a determination step of determining whether the 
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first image information [[is]] to be printed on the first surface of the printing medium or the 
second image information to be printed on the second surface of the printing medium is to 
be received from the image information generation module , and the second said 
predetermined signal transmission step transmits the first pred e t e rmin e d signal 
representing a determination result of said determination step. 

29. (Canceled) 

30. (Currently amended) The method according to claim 28, wherein said 
determination step determines whether the first image information or the second image 
information is to be received identifies on the basis of a convey state of the printing 
medium wh e th er the image is to be print e d on the first surface or the second surface of th e 
printing m e dium . 

3 1 . (Currently amended) An image information generation method for 
generating image information to be transmitted to an image forming module capable of 
forming images on both sides of a printing medium, comprising: 

an image generation step of generating image information; 

a storage step of storing the generated image information to allow 
identifying whether the image information is first image information to be printed on a first 
surface of the printing medium or second image information to be printed on a second 
surface of the printing medium; 
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a reception step of receiving a first signal to select the first image 
information or the second image information in order to transmit to pr edetermined signal 
from the image forming module; 

a selection step of selecting one of the first image information to be printed 
on th e first su r face of the medium and the second image information to be p rint e d on th e 
second su r fac e on the basis of the first pred e t e rmin e d signal received by said reception 
step; and 

a transmission step of transmitting reading out the image information 
selected by said selection step from said storage step and transmitting the information to 
the image forming module. 

32. (Original) The method according to claim 31, wherein said image 
information generation step generates the image information on the basis of PDL data sent 
from a host computer. 

33. (Currently amended) The method according to claim 31, wherein the 
transmission step transmits furth e r comprising page information transmission step capable 
of transmitting page information related to image information of a plurality of page to the 
image forming module in advance . 

34. and 35. (Canceled) 
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36. (Currently amended) An image forming method capable of forming 
images on both sides of a printing medium on the basis of -image information generated by 
an image information generation module, comprising: 

a determination step of determining id e ntifying whether [[the]] first image 
information [[is]] to be printed on a first surface of the printing medium or second image 
information to be printed on a second surface of the printing medium is to be received from 
the image information generation module ; 

a transmission step of transmitting a predetermined signal representing a 
determination result of said determination step; 

a reception step of receiving the image information transmitted from the 
image information generation module; and 

an image forming step of forming an image on the first surface or the 
second surface of the printing medium on the basis of the image information received by 
the reception step transmitted from th e imag e information generation module , 

37. (Currently amended) The method according to claim 36, wherein the 
transmission step transmits furth e r com pr ising a transmission request signal step of 
requesting transmission of the page image information to [[of]] the image generation 
module first surface o r the second su r face . 

38. (Canceled) 
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39. (Currently amended) The method according to claim 36, wherein the 
reception step receives said imag e forming step comprises a pag e information reception 
step capable of receiving page information related to image information of a plurality of 
pages from the image information generation module in advanc e, and the transmission step 
transmits a request signal for requesting transmission of a page related to the page 
information to the image generation module selects a pape r f e ed position and discharge 
position in accordance with th e pag e information . 

40. (Currently amended) The method according to claim 36, wherein said 
method further comprises a determination step of determining whether the first image 
information [[is]] to be printed on the first surface of [[or]] the printing medium or the 
second image information to be printed on the second surface of the printing medium is to 
be received from the image information generation module , and the said pred e termin e d 
signal transmission step transmits the predetermined signal representing a determination 
result of said determination step. 
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